
 

 

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

The Circuit Rider 
2011 

Come and witness our first Youth Confirmation at Dodge Road  
on  

Sunday, June 12th, 10:30 am Service. 
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The Lord told 75 year old Abram to get up and relocate.    I can’t image at age 75 leaving friends and most 
of your family, taking all your possessions and caravanning out to an unknown land.  That certainly took faith, 
and that is why Abraham (God’s new name for Abram) is known as the Father of Faith.  Abraham must have 
had a heart for adventure too.   
 

Every day 1000s of our service people leave the soils of our country and head to a land they do not know.  
Some like Abram can move and take their spouse and possessions.  Others unlike Abram, leave spouse and fam-
ily behind because they are serving in the war front.   
 

Many of you know that I serve as a chaplain in the Air National Guard in the 107th Airlift Wing in Niagara 
Falls. I have been a chaplain for 14 years.  The members of the 107th are a lot like our church where we consider 
each other as family.  We encourage each other.  We help each other and try to live out our core Air Force val-
ues of “Integrity First, Service Before Self, Excellence in All We Do.” At times, like Abraham, we are called to 
leave the land that is familiar to us, and go where we are sent.  I have been selected to do just that. 
 

I have been called to active duty and asked to go TDY (Temporary duty) for 3 ½ months to the Air Na-
tional Guard Readiness Center, Joint Base Andrews, in Maryland, which is right outside Washington, D.C.  I 
will serve as a Pastoral Care Chaplain while stationed there.  I pray, and ask for your prayers, that God can use 
me to help the members stationed there at Joint Base Andrews during this time.  I am excited and honored to be 
serving our country in this capacity.  I am also so grateful that I was given the time to get our new church built 
before I was called to go active duty. 
 

Plans are being put into place for Asbury’s needs as well.  Rev. Douglas Spencer, whom most of us already 
know and appreciate, will be covering nearly all of the Worship Services and will be on call for emergencies.  
My husband Rev. Tom Kraft, has also said he would help with emergencies.  Our own laity too, has stepped up 
to the plate to serve in various capacities as they have heard, and have responded, “How can I help?” Nancy 
Moore will continue to lead Adult Bible Study and has said that she would visit those who are sick and our shut-
ins.  We have a very awesome and gifted church.  I will keep in contact too with John Havrilla, our Staff, Pastor 
Parish Relationships Chairperson when I can.   More of the details will be worked out as the time of activation 
occurs, which we believe will happen on June 15th. 
 

We are serving the United States of America together. I am not going alone.  You all are coming with me in 
my heart.  Because of your sacrifice and commitment, we are really doing this specialized ministry together. We 
all, like Father Abraham, have been blessed to be a blessing.   While TDY, I’ll correspond when I can.  I’ll be 
sure to write. I will miss you all and will look forward to coming back to hear face-to-face your adventure sto-
ries. There are so many opportunities going on through our church to be a blessing from God. (Read Outreach 
article-pg 7.)  Together, with God….we are making, as John Wesley claimed, “The world our parish.”  God 
bless us as we serve in His name. 

 

Blessings and Love, 

Pastor Jackie  

 

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s house-
hold to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation,   and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great,   and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless 
you,  and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth  will be blessed through 
you.” So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.  Genesis 12: 1-4a 
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Worship Welcoming Team for 
June 

Thank you for the following greeters 
who are part of the Welcoming Team. 

 Richard Klepser 

 Dian Klepser 

 Bill Pierson 

 Shirley Pierson 

 

     

Join us for this summer’s  
clean-up days!!! 

We will again be keeping the road on Millersport 
Highway clean.  Meet at the Church Saturday, at 
9:00 am for instruction- June 4th, August 27th, 
and October 1st.  All hands needed!  A sign-up 
sheet will be posted the middle of May for those 
able to help out on June 4th.   

Weather permitting. 

Any questions see Nancy Ott. 

Come make a difference in our community by 
caring for God’s creation. 

One Asbury Sweatshirt  

Still Available !!! 
 

There is still a grey XL sweatshirt 
with Asbury’s logo on it. Cost: $15.   

See Nancy Ott if interested. 

Pendleton Center United 
Methodist Church  

6864 Campbell Blvd,  

N. Tonawanda 

625-8306 

 

10 Kathy Stahl 

11 *Arden & Patti Sulzbach (1966) 

15 Doug DuBois 

15 Kaye Lynn Gresham 

16 Allie Holoman 

19 *Dick & Barbara Hadsell (1964) 

21 *Bill & Shirley Pierson (1959) 

22 Tyler DeMartine 

26 *George & Audrey Miner (1965) 

26 Patricia Stahl 

26 Mary Lock 
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PCUMC VBS 2011 June 26-30 9:00 am-12Noon 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

      Thank you to everyone for a great musical 
year.  Have a wonderful summer. 
 

Joyfully, Nancy Morris-Music Director 
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Asbury UMC has $10, $20, $50, & $100  
Tops gift cards available for purchase.  See Merrill 
Arthur  after service,  or contact him @ 688-9425.  
Cash for Causes helps the church to earn FREE 
money from Tops, just by doing your grocery or 
gas purchases.  For every $100 in Gift Cards you 
buy, Asbury UMC earns $5.00 from Tops!! (You 
receive full face value of the card).  
Even though the back of the card show logos for Stop N Shop, 
Martins & Giant, the cards can only be used at Tops stores in 
NY & PA. 

Thank you, for your participation in this ministry. 

You can also stop in the office during the week if 
you need to purchase a Tops card. 

Asbury VBS 2011 

July 25-28 

6:30-8:30 pm 

Ages: 3yrs-8th grade 

VBS meeting on: 

Wednesday June 1st at 6:30 pm. 
See Kaye Lynn  
with questions. 
 

 

June 5th 
                FOOD PANTRY   

 SUNDAY 
 

Collections are for the New Beginnings Food Pan-
try located in the Amherst Baptist Church on Wil-
low Ridge Drive.  

 

After speaking with Carol, the director of the food 
pantry, there have been several events which have 
really put the food pantry we support in a tough 
situation. 

 1. The food received in the postal worker's food 
drive this year was less than half of what it was 
last year. The pantry received very little benefit 
from that effort this year. 

 2. The grants for meat products have been de-
pleted and will not be available again until August.  

 3. There is an increased need for food from the 
community.  

What are the urgent needs?   New Beginnings 
needs canned meat and fish products desperately. 
Usually, we can offer a meat product and cans of 
either salmon, tuna, chicken or ham. We can now 
only offer a choice of either a meat product or the 
cans of products. Cereal, peanut butter, Kleenex, 
paper towels, toilet paper, and other personal items 
are needed as well. The clients at the food pan-
try also like to get tea bags and coffee. These are 
luxury items for them.  There is a growing 
need for food, even in the Town of Amherst. 
Please note that the reason paper products are al-
ways in demand is due to the fact they cannot use 
food stamps to purchase any paper products.  

We are truly humbled by the continuing support 
our congregation gives to this cause. Thank you 
for all you have done in the name of Christ for 
your brothers and sisters.  
 

Nancy Moore   688-6255 

Sunday July 24th Kicks off VBS  
From 12:30-2:30 pm 

Please call: 688-8677 to register 

Neighboring Church Info: 

Bethel Baptist Church 995 Dodge Rd, Getzville 

688-8668 will be presenting their VBS “Panda 
Mania” on August 1-5, 9:00am-12Noon. 
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Preparing for Growth! 
 

STUDY WITH OTHERS: 
 

The Bible Jesus Read, by Philip Yancey 

Come and join in a trip through the Old Testament, so we can understand the Bible that Jesus had available to 
him.  There are eight sessions.   The Old Testament can be hard to read, but Yancey breaks it down in a way 
which makes it easy for us to understand, exciting and interesting as well.  We will be looking at Psalms, Ecclesi-
astes, and The Prophets.  We will also look at the personalities involved in these books.  We are using this study 
to prepare us for the next study by Adam Hamilton. Hamilton’s study compares and contrasts Christianity with:- 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism and Islam. This study will take place, Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in Adult Class 
Room, Thursdays at 1:30 pm, at Peppertree Heights Community Room; 285 Peppertree Dr., Amherst.  
Also at Asbury Pointe on the 2nd & 4th Fridays at 1:30 p.m. 50 Stahl Rd, Getzville. 
 

Yancey’s and Hamilton’s studies will both be very interesting and will deepen our faith.  All are welcome to go 
on this journey. 

Nancy Moore, Bible Study Leader 

 

 

PASTOR JACKIE SELECTED FOR TEMPORARY DUTY 

 

Pastor Jackie has been called to active duty and has been selected to serve in a temporary assignment.  As 
most of you may know, Pastor Jackie is a Chaplain Major in the 107th Airlift Wing of the Air National 
Guard, stationed in Niagara Falls New York.  She has been selected to serve from June 15th through Septem-
ber 30th of this year, as Pastoral Care Chaplain at the Air National Guard Readiness Center, Joint Base An-
drews, in Maryland. 

The Air National Guard Chaplain Corps has served valiantly and steadfastly providing spiritual presence, 
care and hope to our Airmen and their Families.  Pastor Jackie has served in the Air National Guard since 
May 28th, 1997.  Our country is currently involved in two wars, which have been active for over nine years.  
Our military has fought these wars without a draft and has relied heavily on our National Guard Forces. 

I ask for your prayers for Pastor Jackie and her family while she is serving our country and away from us 
and her home.  Pastor Jackie can use all of our support and prayers.  Pastor Jackie and the Asbury United 
Methodist Church leadership have been working on plans to cover for her during her absence.  Reverend 
Douglas Spencer will be covering most of the services for Pastor Jackie during this time.  We will have 
more details on coverage for other areas as we approach the June 15th date. 

I ask for all of your support as we transition through this deployment. 

 

Yours in Christ 

John Havrilla 

SPPRC Chair 
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News from the Outreach Team 

June Outreach Update 
 Our big fundraiser is getting off to a great start!  We are meeting on Thursdays from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. to 
go over the details for the event and price and sort donations.  It has been a lot of fun!  The new and im-
proved name - thanks Viv! - is Household Treasures and Craft Show.  The date has been set for:  

Saturday, September 24.  We have space for roughly 20 crafters and the rest of the tables will be for our 
treasures.  Please let us know if you think you have a crafter who would like to participate - we are charg-
ing $25.00 per table.  

  

We will be inviting the neighbors on the street to participate if they want to put a table up at their home, 
and we will also be talking to Bethel Baptist and University and the Crows Nest to see if they want to get 
involved to make this a fun community activity!  We need lots of help to make this a success so let us 
know how you can help.  

  

Everyone is welcome to come on Thursdays - we love new faces and new ideas!  Remember to clean out 
those attics and basements - we are looking for lightly used furniture, house wares, children’s toys, books, 
clothing, linens, etc.  This is a wonderful way to support the church family and help others at the same 
time! 

 

Our next June Outreach Meeting is scheduled for: Thursday June 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Enjoy the summer!  
 

God Bless - 

Betsy Arthur 

Outreach Committee Chair 
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Summer Office hours, 
begin week of  

June 27th: 

Tues., Wed., Thurs. : 

9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Monday & Friday closed 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

PO Box 743 
850 Dodge Road 
Getzville, NY 14068 


