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It seems like every time I get accustomed to something, it changes. Take for example the cell phone.  
I first bought a cell phone in the 90’s. It was used for emergency needs. It had buttons to push to call 
folks with two devices, one to hear from and one to talk into.  That was it.  I didn’t use it often because 
every minute cost me to talk.   Now, everyone in the family can have cell phones and talk limitlessly for 
a set price. Today, I have what is called a Droid.  Other folks have something similar called an I-Phone.  
My Droid has many functions besides being a cell phone.  Even though I’m not the best at understand-
ing how to use this Droid, I can get and send e-mail; Get on community services such as Facebook; 
Type (or what is called texting) short memo type messages to another person’s cell phone.  I’ve been 
told I can use my cell phone as a mapping device to help find my way from one location to the next.  I 
can even watch videos on a website called: Youtube.  Lastly, something I don’t do, but my grandson 
does when he borrows my cell phone, I can play video games.  Cell phones and their uses have changed 
greatly over 20 years. 
 

Change is constant and can be frustrating.  Every day change happens, and our own bodies are proof 
of this.  Body cells replenish themselves constantly. Bit by bit, we change whether we know it or not.  
Look at a picture of yourself a few years back and then look into the mirror.  Physically, you have 
changed. You can’t stop change.  It happens even though we try to cover it up, deny it or decide to re-
main behind.  That’s the way God intended life to be. The world changes, we change, yet God and his 
love remains.  My frustration about changes in life can be lessened and some times eliminated when I 
look at how God’s love is happening through the change. 
 

Even the way we “do” church has changed.  In the 1980’s at the first church I served as pastor, we 
didn’t need an internet connection.  Things like websites sounded like something spiders made that 
needed to be wiped by a dust cloth and not virtual places people could go to find out information and 
communicate.  Now, more and more churches are communicating through websites, electronic transfers 
and e-mails. The Good News is God’s love is reaching out to more and more people because of the 
internet.  Even the church at large, our Upper New York Conference is using e-mail and electronic con-
nections called webcams to do “church business” and “holy conferencing.”  Previously, when we talked 
about a church moving into a neighborhood, we spoke about a church structure being built in a commu-
nity. Today, because of technology, a church can be 1000 of miles away and can connect people for 
things such as Worship, Bible Study, Meetings and Mission opportunities.  Literally what is written in 
Revelation 21 is happening, “Look!  Look!  God has moved into the neighborhood, making his home 
with men and women!”  Virtually, we can “be” the church in our own homes with our neighbors in their 
homes through the internet.   
 

“We can do no great things, only small things with great love.” Mother Theresa once said. You 
and I don’t have to worry about all this change in technology.  We just need to stay grounded in doing 
small things with God’s great love which lives in all of us.  Asbury UMC does small things with great 
love.   The love of Jesus Christ is our foundation and our strength.  On, May 30, 2011, we will celebrate 
a one year anniversary at 850 Dodge Road.   In this last year, not only did our location change and our 
church building get bigger, but our hearts and outreach as a church got bigger too. Lots of change hap-
pened as new faces, new ideas and new ways of “being the church” has made us stronger.  We are 
grounded in God’s love being the church God has called us to be.   The way we “do” church will always 
change. However, I hope our love toward God and God’s world will always be the constant, only chang-
ing to be deeply more involved in God’s love. 

In Christ’s Constant Love, 

Pastor Jackie 

For Jesus doesn’t change – yesterday, today, tomorrow, he’s always totally himself.  
      Hebrews 13:8 – The Message 
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United Methodist Youth Fellowship=UMYF THANK YOU VE RY MUCH!!!!  Our Spaghetti Dinner/Silent 
Auction was a huuuuuuuggggggeeeeeee success and we want to thank ALL those who supported us by donat-
ing items for our auction, by bidding on items, by buying tickets to eat our delicious meal, for baking, for 
cooking and especially to Colleen for making her infamously wonderful meatballs! We broke all past records 
and made a profit of $1400!!!!! All proceeds support our future Mission trips. SPECIAL THANKS  to all our 
donators: 

Giacomo Boutique Hotel  Bocce Club Pizza    Tim Hortons 

 222 First Ave., Niagara Falls   1614 Hopkins Road, Getzville  Colleen Liebel 

CheeBurger Cheeburger  Crow’s Nest Tavern    Bob & Nancy Moore 

 1593 Niagara Falls Blvd, Amherst  315 Campbell Blvd., Getzville  Chris & Connie Holoman 

Besta Pizza    Koi Sushi     Stan & Karen Polaske 

 2343 Millersport Hwy, Getzville 1604 Hopkins Road, Getzville  Viv Parker 

Papa Leo’s Pizza   John and Mary’s    Peggy Lockwood 

 9370 Transit Road, E. Amherst  2363 Millersport Hwy., Getzville  Carol Hoffmann 

Burrito Bay     Lebros Restaurant    Hanna Hoffmann 

 2341 Millersport Hwy., Getzville  330 Campbell Blvd., Getzville  Mabel Houghton 

Nina’s Custard   John’s Pizza & Subs    Harriet Geiger 

 2577 Millersport Hwy., Getzville 680 Campbell Blvd., Getzville  Kaye Lynn Gresham 

           Brian & Shelly Lewke 

           Nancy Ott 

           Pastor Jackie 

Dear Friends, 
 

    I would like to thank the congregation and all who helped out with the wonderful music in Lent.  Special 
thank yous to Puneet and the wonderful song he performed.  He really made the congregation smile.  Chris 
Holoman chanting and his duet with Puneet was WONDERFUL. Jack Saia on the Trumpet filed the Sanctu-
ary with praise!  Thank you also to the faithful Chimers: Cheryl Pauly, Jane McQuistion, Pastor Jackie, 
Nancy Moore, Karen Long, Karen Polaske, Laurie Syms.  
 

    On Sunday, May 15th I have the special pleasure of having my piano students perform for the congrega-
tion.  They have worked very hard and are excited to play for you.  They are: Gabe & Sam Lee, Kate & 
Frankie O’Connor, and my Granddaughter Maron Morris.  I am proud of them all.  Please come and enjoy! 
 

    We are winding down for Choir practice.  There will be only a few practices in May, and one in June un-
til we start up again in September.  Look for dates in upcoming bulletins. 
 

Joyfully, Nancy Morris-Music Director 
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3 Susanne Korosecz 

4 Alex deMartine 

7 Kendall Grapes 

7 Randy Brenon 

8 Richard Klepser 

9 Kevin Hoolahan 

10 Caroline Hoos 

12 Hannah Gresham 

12 Don McQuistion 

15 *Merrill & Betsy Arthur (1982) 

15 *Mike & Penny Wittlinger (1982) 

16 *Anne Cole & Jim Jensen (1987) 

17 Laurie Syms 

19 Dick Hadsell 

20 Olivia Rizzacasa 

22 *Nancy & Peter Ott (1971) 

23 Ray Wedekindt 

26 Maureen Michel 

26 *Richard & Dian Klepser (1973) 

29 *Charles & Laurie Syms (1987) 

30 *Brian & Sue Fogle 

30 Rev. Jackie Ann Rose Kraft 

Youth Confirmation Class 
 

May meetings following Worship are: 

May 1st  

May 20-21st –Retreat-At Pastor 
Jackie’s cottage.  See Pastor for details. 

Worship Welcoming Team for May and June 
Thank you for the following greeters who are part of the 
Welcoming Team. 

    May    June 
 John Havrilla          Richard Klepser 

 Rose Havrilla          Dian Klepser 

 Nancy Ott          Bill Pierson 

 Barbara Bauer         Shirley Pierson 

Please make the following updates or Changes 
to your directory: 

Harriet Geiger: tgeiger@curtze.com 
 

Christopher & Kaye Lynn Gresham 

101 Kemp Ave. 

Cheektowaga, NY    14225 

Mom’s Morning Out 

Calling all child care givers: 
 

Do you, or someone you know, need a break for a few 
hours to get things done?   

Spread the word, Asbury can help ………. 

Monday mornings 9:30-noon  
 

They currently have three children registered. 
 

Colleen & Doris welcome children ages 2 to 4.  
Donation of $5.00 gratefully accepted to help defray the cost. 

Please pre-register your child/children, by contact -
ing the church office at 688-8677. 
 

“Jesus Loves the Little Children” 

Mother’s Day-Special Worship Happenings 
 

On May, 8th, Mother’s Day, Rev. Doug Spencer will be 
bringing us the morning’s message as Pastor Jackie 
leads Worship and consecrates the Memorial Stand 
given in memory of Brenda Jurewicz. 



 

 

THE CIRCUIT  RIDER PAGE 5  

Asbury UMC has $10, $20, $50, & $100  
Tops gift cards available for purchase.  See Merrill 
Arthur  after service,  or contact him @ 688-9425.  
Cash for Causes helps the church to earn FREE 
money from Tops, just by doing your grocery or 
gas purchases.  For every $100 in Gift Cards you 
buy, Asbury UMC earns $5.00 from Tops!! (You 
receive full face value of the card).  
Even though the back of the card show logos for Stop N Shop, 
Martins & Giant, the cards can only be used at Tops stores in 
NY & PA. 

Thank you, for your participation in this ministry. 

Stop in the office during the week if you need to 
purchase a Tops card. 

May 7th @ 9:00 am 

All Hungry Men  

Welcome! 

Meeting at Perkin’s on Transit Road, 
Amherst, near Kohl’s 

 

                                        May 1st 

                           FOOD PANTRY   SUNDAY 

                        

                              

Collections are for the New Beginnings Food 
Pantry located in the Amherst Baptist Church on 
Willow Ridge Drive.  

A thank you to our congregation for your gifts 
of items to the food pantry last Month. Without 
your support, there would have been very little 
on our odds and ends shelf for our clients. We 
still need these items for May. That would in-
clude: shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, body 
washes and gels, paper towels, Kleenex, toilet 
paper, coffee, tea, and creamed soups. There 
is also a dire need for spaghetti sauce. Appar-
ently, the food bank has not been sending us spa-
ghetti sauce. We have other tomato products but 
no spaghetti sauces. 

Nancy Moore   688-6255 
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Join us for this summer’s  
clean-up days!!! 

We will again be keeping the road on Millersport 
Highway clean.  Meet at the Church Saturday, at 
9:00 am for instruction- June 4th, August 27th, 
and October 1st.  All hands needed!  A sign-up 
sheet will be posted the middle of May for those 
able to help out on June 4th.   

Weather permitting. 

Any questions see Nancy Ott. 

Come make a difference in our community by 
caring for God’s creation. 

One Asbury Sweatshirt  

Still Available !!! 
 

There is still a grey XL sweatshirt 
with Asbury’s logo on it. Cost: $15.   

See Nancy Ott if interested. 
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Preparing for Growth! 
 

STUDY WITH OTHERS: 
 

The Bible Jesus Read, by Philip Yancey 

Come and join in a trip through the Old Testament, so we can understand the Bible that Jesus had available 
to him.  There are eight sessions.   The Old Testament can be hard to read, but Yancey breaks it down in a 
way which makes it easy for us to understand, exciting and interesting as well.  We will be looking at Job, 
Deuteronomy, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and The Prophets.  We will also look at the personalities involved in 
these books.  We are using this study to prepare us for the next study by Adam Hamilton. Hamilton’s study 
compares and contrasts Christianity with:- Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism and Islam. This study will take 
place, Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in Adult Class Room, Thursdays at 1:30 pm, at Peppertree Heights 
Community Room; 285 Peppertree Dr., Amherst.  Also at Asbury Pointe on the second and fourth  

Fridays at 1:30 p.m. 50 Stahl Rd, Getzville. 
Yancey’s and Hamilton’s studies will both be very interesting and will deepen our faith.  All are welcome to 
go on this journey. 

Nancy Moore, Bible Study Leader 

Special Invite to Free Gardening Event At: 
 

Weinburg Campus, 2700 N Forest, in the deli at Main 
Entrance, Sat. May 14th, 10-12:30 pm. 

Experts from Arbor Dale Nursery will be there to give 
tips on container gardening.  Speakers are radio  

personalities from WBEN  Dominic Cortese at 10:00 
am, and Ken Brown at 11:00 am.   

Springtime refreshments will be available.   

RSVP by May 11th 639-3311 ext. 2495 

   May 8th, 2011 Offering 
 

 

The Golden Cross program began early in the history of 
Methodism in America, primarily to support church-related 
hospitals and long-term health care facilities. 

This day of special recognition highlights the work of or-
ganizations who serve vulnerable groups.  The organiza-
tions featured are United Methodist Outdoor & Retreat 
Ministries, Methodist Children's Home Society, and United 
Methodist Retirement Communities.  You may make a gift 
using a specially marked envelope, or online at 
http://umccamps.org/registrations/register/1. 

This year our church has chosen Kaye Lynn 
Gresham to be our honoree at the Niagara 
Frontier District Laity Banquet.  She was cho-
sen because of her dedicated work as the 
Church Financial Secretary and her continuing 
leadership and creativity as the director of our 
yearly Vacation Bible School. 
 

The Laity Banquet will be held on Sunday, 
May 15th at Samuel’s Grande Manor, 8750 
Main St., Williamsville.  Registration begins at 
4:15 pm with dinner served promptly at 5:00 
pm.   
 

This year we will also be celebrating the many 
years of service and ministry that we have 
shared with Rev. Natalie Hanson in both the 
former Batavia and current Niagara Frontier 
Districts. 
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News from the Outreach Team 

April was a busy month for our church family. We started out with a wonderful trip to the Erie County 
Home on April 3rd for "Be the Church" Sunday.  We had our worship service with the residents, and it 
was so moving to see how much the residents enjoyed singing some of the classic songs and spending time 
with new friends.  They were thrilled with the gift of a stuffed animal and our money boxes.  Many tears 
were shed by the residents and church family alike.  I had numerous people say how much they got out of 
this program, and how they would like to go again.  We have planned a Sunday, October 16th to go back 
to the Erie County Home and this time help Elder Wiggins with his service in the afternoon.  We will get 
all the details out as this gets closer.  What a great way to Spread God's Love! 

April 23rd was our Easter Egg Hunt.  Lots of prayers were said for a nice day, and we were so blessed to 
have the weather clear by the time of our event!   We had 56 children come to spend the morning with us; 
we had the Egg Hunt inside due to the wet conditions and the children also had face painting, crafts, re-
freshments, and a visit with the Easter Bunny. As the weather cleared outside, the Party Ponies were en-
joyed immensely.  A special thanks to the Party Ponies; they had transmission trouble and could not go 
more than 35 MPH, and they were coming from Franklinville!  Instead of calling and cancelling, they per-
severed and got here just a little late - it took them almost 2 hours each way.   

Everyone in the church was such a huge help - thanks to the UMM for their kind monetary gift and pack-
ing and hiding the eggs, for being group leaders the day of the event and also parking lot attendants - a 
very versatile group!  Special thanks to the UMW for handling the refreshments so well - everything 
looked very nice, and to Tops, Wegmans and Tim Hortons for their kind donations.  We had great help at 
our Registration Table, our Prize Table, our Craft Area, our Membership Table, the VBS Table, and our 
UMY Area.  There are so many people - you know who you all are!!  Thanks for being so supportive.  We 
also invited Amherst YES, and we had 4 volunteers and a staff person attend who helped with crafts and 
face painting.  What a great day!!   

Moving forward, May 5 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. is our first meeting to get started on our First Annual Ga-
rage Sale/Craft Fair! Everyone has had such super ideas - we will finalize how we want the event to be set-
up at the meeting.  All are welcome as we need lots of ideas and hands to accomplish this fundraiser.  
Nothing is "set in stone" yet, so we can decide how we want everything to go at the meeting.  If you have 
any questions please feel free to call me at 688-9425. 

 

 

God Bless and thanks for a wonderful month - we really did Spread God's Love to others! 

Betsy Arthur 
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Spring Office days/hours are: 

Tues. & Thurs.   

12:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday & Friday closed 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

PO Box 743 
850 Dodge Road 
Getzville, NY 14068 


