
 

 

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

The Circuit Rider 
�����

2012 Stewardship Campaign 
 

The time is approaching for each of us to begin thinking about how we  

will be able to contribute in 2012 in support of the activities of our  

church. 
 

I am certain that each of us has a some what different view of our  

church and what it represents and what we can do in support of that  

vision. 
 

Our presence within our community is not just so we can have a building  

to come to on Sundays. 

Our building is not just some physical place so people can be proud. 

Our church family is not just restricted to current membership. 
 

We have many different activities; but each one is directed toward  

expanding an awareness and appreciation of God's love. 

Our faith is what holds us together and provides the energy, courage,  

and perseverance to act to expand God's presence. 
 

The 2012 pledge campaign will soon be starting. 

2012 will be a critical year for our church. 

Each of us will be challenged to provide the financial support needed  

for Asbury United Methodist church to continue our faith journey and  

make the presence of God's love a reality in our community. 
 

Please begin to pray and ask God to provide the guidance we all need to  

answer this call. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Stan Polaske, Finance Chair person 
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Welcome Home! 
 

 

Ever been away from home for an extended time?  How do you begin again?  The story in the Gos-
pel of Luke known as the Prodigal Son asked the same thing.  The lost son’s way of life without his 
family wasn’t very honorable. In fact his life was meaningless.  He was hungry physically and spiritu-
ally for comfort food for his soul and belly. The life he was leading didn’t have a future.  He was cen-
tering his life on prizes of this world that would be here today and gone tomorrow.  There was really 
no one he could reply on.  The Bible says, “When he came to his senses,” he rehearsed what he would 
say to his father when he returned home. He was dissolute, and he didn’t want to be turned away.  He 
didn’t have to worry long.  When he returned home, his father was there to welcome him home with 
open arms and celebration. The son learned that his own way of life was empty and meaningless with-
out his father being part of it. 

 

The season of Autumn is our “welcome home” time here at Asbury.   Here at Asbury, we welcome 
home each other and new people alike. Similar to the lost son, we know that our life is without purpose 
unless God is in our lives, and we are actively part of God’s family.  We’ll begin again our Sunday 
School time and our Fall events.  We’ll gather in our Father’s House.  We’ll sing.  We’ll pray.  We’ll 
“dine” at the Lord’s Table and in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll hear God’s Word proclaimed.  We’ll visit 
with “family members” and continue to extend the family as we welcome home new and old alike.  
We’ll plan for a meaningful future with our God. 

 

Life is full of new beginnings.  I look forward to being “home” with you welcoming those in the fam-
ily who have been away for the summer, or welcoming the stranger in our midst.  In some ways it may 
feel awkward or create apprehension. How will we be greeted, will we be welcomed, what changes 
have been made? But I am sure, just like the Prodigal son and his Father, as soon as we are together, it 
will be as if we were never apart. That’s what coming home is all about. May we continue to spread 
God’s love together as the family of God.  There’s no place like “home.”  Welcome Home! 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

 

���������	
���

“Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring 
the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’  So they began to celebrate.”   

Luke 15:22-24 
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Pounding Party for DS Rev. Wayne Butler 
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WARM COATS NEEDED IN THE SENECA-BABCOCK COMMUNITY.  New and 
very gently used (and cleaned) warm winter coats, hats, scarves, and gloves are 
much needed in the challenged Seneca-Babcock neighborhood of Buffalo.  
We will deliver the items to Seneca Street UMC, 1218 Seneca Street, Buffalo by  
October 31 st so they can be distributed during November and December.  Please 
see me when you have anything to donate.�
�

GOT FLANNEL?  
Pendleton Center UMC is in need of “gently used�  flannel sheets. The church uses the sheets to 
make diaper sets for new moms in Nicaragua. If you think you can help, contact  
mkofahl@mac.com. 
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Dear Friends at Asbury, 

October Choir practice is scheduled for: 
Tuesday’s, October 4th and 18th at 3:30 
pm.  

The fall piano lessons have started up again.  
Classes are on Tuesdays and Wednesdays af-
ter school.  

Please call or e-mail me if you are interested 
in joining the Choir or learning to play piano.  

All are Welcome! 

Love, Nancy- Music Director 

 

 

 
 

The following changes have been made to the  

directory: 

Kelsey Hart 

College: Morrow Hall 226 

              100 Falcon Crest Lane 

              Fairmont, WV  26554 

 

Puneet & Brittney Jacob 

143 Lock Street 

Lockport, NY   14094 

 
 

If your directory information has changed or you would like 
something corrected,  please either call the church office or e-
mail me at asburyamherst@juno.com.  Thank you.               
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1 Carly Liebel 

1 Cara Diati 

4 Betsy Arthur 

8 Amy Diati 

9 Sarah Jensen 

10 Autumn Rose Kraft 

14 Chris Holoman 

15 *Pastors Tom & Jackie Kraft (1976) 

15 *Bob & Nancy Moore (1983) 

18 Heather Wilson 

20 *Chris & Connie Holoman (1979) 

21 William Hoos 

21 Jack Saia 

22 Jeff Grapes 

23 Joey Saia 

26 Christopher Brenon 

26 Connie Holoman 

If you or someone you know from church 
are missed, please call the church office.  

 Thank you. 

United Methodist 
Men=U .M.M. 

  

 
 

 

 

 Saturday,  

October 10th,  

at 9:00 am.  

Hosted by:  

 Don Jurewicz & 
Richard Klepser 

 

 
 
 

Worship Welcoming Team 
Thank you for the following greeters 

who are part of the  

Welcoming Team. 
 

October 
Stan & Karen Polaske 

Bob & Nancy Moore 
    

                 November         
     Chris & Connie Holoman 

         John & Rose Havrilla 
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Asbury UMC has $10, $20, $50, & $100  
Tops gift cards available for purchase.  See Merrill 
Arthur  after service,  or contact him @ 688-9425.  
Cash for Causes helps the church to earn FREE 
money from Tops, just by doing your grocery or gas 
purchases.  For every $100 in Gift Cards you buy, 
Asbury UMC earns $5.00 from Tops!! (You receive 
full face value of the card).  
Even though the back of the card show logos for Stop N Shop, 
Martins & Giant, the cards can only be used at Tops stores in 
NY & PA. 

Thank you, for your participation in this ministry. 
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Join us for this Fall’s  
clean-up days!!! 

We  are continuing to keep the road on Millers-
port Highway clean.  Meet at the Church Satur-
day, October 1st at 9:00 am for instruction.  All 
hands needed!  A sign-up sheet will be posted in 
the fellowship hall as the day comes closer.  
Weather permitting. 

Any questions see Nancy Ott. 

Come make a difference in our community by 
caring for God’s creation. 

            FOOD PANTRY   
        SUNDAY 

         October 2nd 
 

Collections are for the New Beginnings Food Pan-
try located in the Amherst Baptist Church on Wil-
low Ridge Drive.  
 

I talked with Carol at Food pantry about needs for 
this month. We are very low on meat substitutes. 
This would include any type of canned beans, soup 
which has some type of meat or chicken in it plus 
cans of ravioli with beef or things of that nature. 
We also are running low on personal product 
items. Needs are shampoo, conditioners, tooth-
paste and deodorants. Also, there is a need for pa-
per towels, and kleenex. The women who come 
through are always interested in body lotions and 
body washes too.  
 

Thanks again for being such a loving and caring 
congregation.  
 

Items can be placed in the basket in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Nancy Moore   688-6255 

Yeah!!! 
Your back!! We Missed 

You!!! 

Welcome 
Home Pastor 

Jackie!!! 

A special thank you to Rev. 
Spencer for spending his sum-
mer Sunday’s, bringing God’s 
word to the people of Asbury 
UMC, while Pastor Jackie 
was deployed. 



 

 

PAGE 6  OCTOBER 2011 

                    Fall Bible Study’s 
 

Come and join us at Asbury Pointe, 50 Stahl Rd, Getzville,  every 2nd & 4th Fridays of 
the month at 1:30 p.m. We are continuing with: “Christianity and World Religions” by 
Adam Hamilton.   Hamilton’s study compares and contrasts Christianity with:- Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Judaism and Islam.  Our studies will take us into Advent. 

 Also, join us, at Asbury UMC, 850 Dodge Rd., Getzville on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Adult Class 
Room, and Thursdays at 1:30 pm, at Peppertree Heights Community Room; 285 Peppertree Dr., Am-
herst, as we discuss more of Adam Hamilton’s series; this one on “Christianity's Family Tree”, what other 
Christians believe and why.  This runs through October.  Discussions will be on  Eastern Orthodoxy, Catholi-
cism, Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Baptists, Pentecostalism and Methodism.   

Keep a look out for a new series coming in November.  

Any questions contact the church office. 

Nancy Moore, Bible Study Leader 
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United Methodist Youth Fellowship=UMYF 
 

Stay tuned for information from UMYF in the weekly bulletin and next months 
newsletter. 

Our bottle, can and plastics fundraiser will continue!! Bring all those cans and 
bottles you have been collecting !! Thank you church!! 

 

Sue Korosecz has a beautiful vision for the gardens out front but, she is in need of 
perennial flowers especially any kind of lily plant.  She has been doing a nice job so 
far with what she has been given.  Please let her know if you have bulbs or plants 
that can be transferred before October 31st, which will be the end of gardening for 
the season.  Please contact Sue after church or call the church office if you are able 
to donate plants.  She eventually would like to get volunteers young or old to help 
out with weeding and keeping the garden beautiful next year. Thank you. 
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             News from the Outreach Team 

                   October Outreach Update 
 
Happy Autumn to Everyone!!  I am writing this just prior to our big fundraiser this year - our first Annual 
Household Treasures and Craft Show.  I want to thank everyone for all their help - the committee has been 
great and the donations were amazing.  Thanks to the Men's Group for doing the Hot Dog Lunch - another 
good fundraising project!!  A big Thank You to Bonnie for putting up with my daily visits and my thousand 
questions and ideas!!  I am hoping for a good turnout and am projecting a $2,000 profit.  I will keep you up-
dated with the final numbers. 

  

In October, we have an opportunity to do some great outreach again at the Erie County Home.  On October 
16, we will meet at the church after the service and have a light lunch - the church will pick up the tab for this, 
and then leave at 12:30 p.m. to go to the ECH.  We will be assisting Elder Wiggins with his weekly service 
which is at 2:00 p.m; the service is roughly 30 minutes.  We will wheel the residents to the service and assist 
them during the service and then wheel them back afterwards.  This is such a wonderful way to reach out and 
help those around us.  We should be back at the church around 3:30 p.m.  We will have a sign-up sheet in Fel-
lowship Hall. 

  

Also, back by popular demand - GAME NIGHT!!  On Saturday October 22 from 5 p.m. - whenever, bring 
a favorite game and a snack to pass; the church will provide pizza and beverages and we can have dinner and 
then get our "game on."  We had a super time last game night - so come and join the fun.  Please feel free to 
invite friends and neighbors!!  There will be a sign up sheet for this also in Fellowship Hall.  We are planning 
to have 3 game nights per year as everyone said this was one of their favorite church programs - which is super 
for me because Merrill and I are game fanatics!! 

  

Thank you for all your support and enthusiasm!! 

  

God Bless 

  

Betsy Arthur 

 

October Charge Conference at Asbury 
 

Asbury’s scheduled Church Conference with our new District Superintendent, Rev. Wayne Butler is on 
Sunday, October 23rd, for one hour following Worship.  The SPPRC will meet that day for 1/2 hour from 
9:45 am-10:15 am.  There will also be a SPPRC meeting on Thursday, October 6th at 5:30.  Also, see 
the article on page 3, for the surprise “pounding party” to welcome Rev. Wayne Butler. 
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FALL Office hours: 
Tues., Thurs.  

12:30 pm –4:30 pm 

Wed. 9:00 am– 4:00 pm 

Monday & Friday closed 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

PO Box 743 
850 Dodge Road 
Getzville, NY 14068 

Daylight Saving Time 
Ends: 

November 6th 

 


